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2021 SENATE BILL 582

September 24, 2021 - Introduced by Senators RoTH, STROEBEL, FELzZKOWSKI, NASS
and DARLING, cosponsored by Representatives SORTWELL, CABRAL-GUEVARA,
BRANmJ‘EN EDMING, HORLACHER, KNODL and KUGLITSCH. Referred to
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1 AN ACT to renumber 19.579 (2); and to create 19.576, 19.579 (2) (b) and 20.935

2 of the statutes; relating to: prohibiting state agency employees, state elected
3 officials, federal government agency employees, and certain state individuals
4 holding a national office from influencing social media Internet sites to censor
5 users and providing a penalty.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill prohibits state agency employees and state elected officials from
influencing or attempting to influence a social media Internet site to censor,
deplatform, or shadow ban users on the social media Internet site. The prohibition
also applies to a U.S. senator or representative of congress elected to his or her office
in this state and to federal government agency employees present in this state.

The bill defines “deplatforming” as deleting or banning a user from a social
media Internet site for more than 60 days, and defines “shadow banning” as limiting
or eliminating the exposure of a user, or content posted by or about a user, to other
users. The penalty for each violation of the bill's prohibitions is a forfeiture between
$1,000 and $10,000.
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Information, Communication & Society

“Shadowbanning is not a thing”: black box
gaslighting and the power to independently know
and credibly critique algorithms

Kelley Cotter
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